
1. INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN 
HORSEMEAT 

TRADE IN MEAT AND BY-PRODUCTS 

World consumption of horsemeat is mainly concentrated in some European countries, mainly 
Italy, Belgium, France, Russia, Switzerland, among others. In these countries it is considered a 
quality product and there are butcher shops specializing in horsemeat, offering commercial cuts 
similar to beef, sausages and processed products. Horse products are also found in 
supermarkets and restaurants. Outside of Europe, China and Japan also demand this type of 
meat. Total annual exports are 120,754 tones, equivalent to US$ 434,425 million. 

 
CHART N°1- HORSE MEAT EXPORTS AND IMPORTS (% 

OF WORLD TOTAL)  
 

  
Source: prepared by Uruguay XXI based on FAOSTAT data, 2019. 

 
 
Horsemeat is considered to be of high nutritional value and low in fat, rich in minerals, iron and 
vitamins. It is also used for medicinal purposes in the production of immunosera, due to the 
blood volume and because they are good antibody producers from which homologous serums 
are obtained to enrich culture media and heterologous serums including anti-arachnid, 
antivenom, tetanus, botulinum and diphtheria antitoxin. 
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2. HORSEMEAT EXPORTS IN 
URUGUAY 

MEAT AND BY-PRODUCTS  
 

Horsemeat production in Uruguay is a minor activity that stems from the different uses of these 
animals (work, competition, pleasure). There is no commercial breeding for meat production as 
in some other countries, especially in Europe. 

 

TABLE N°1 -ANNUAL SLAUGHTER -INAC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: prepared by Uruguay XXI based on data from the National Meat Institute (INAC) 

 

Since 2000, national equine slaughtering has been around 40,000 heads per year. There are 
three authorized plants: Sarel S.A -located in the department of Canelones- which accounted for 
46% of total exports of horsemeat and by-products in 2020, Agroindustrial del Este -located in 
the department of Treinta y Tres- with 36% of total exports for the same period, and Clay S.A -
located in the department of Canelones- with 18% of it.   
 
Total horsemeat exported in 2020 was US$ 20 million, constituting the main source of foreign 
exchange for the sector. The main exportable product from the slaughter industry in the last 
three years was chilled boneless horsemeat, which accounted for 58% of total horsemeat exports 

Year Heads slaughtered 

2000 44,453 
2001 53,351 
2002 35,674 
2003 38,030 
2004 40,006 
2005 36,273 
2006 39,471 
2007 38,879 
2008 45,133 
2009 39,088 
2010 37,136 
2011 43,466 
2012 41,578 
2013 29,268 
2014 37,710 
2015 38,238 
2016 33,790 
2017 37,512 
2018 39,78 
2019 41,168 



in 2020. On the other hand, forequarters made US$ 4 million in 2020, followed by hindquarter 
cuts that reach US$ 3 million for the same period. 
 
In terms of export destinations, Belgium and Russia are the main destinations for Uruguayan 
horsemeat, accounting for 75% of the turnover. 
 

 
TABLE 2 – HORSEMEAT EXPORTS 

 

 

Source: elaborated by Uruguay XXI based on DNA data. 

 

 

TABLE 3 – EXPORT DESTINATIONS FOR HORSEMEAT  

 

 

Source: elaborated by Uruguay XXI based on DNA data. 


